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ors Van Raalte’s former friend and coworker, Jerry Alleyne, who 
devoted his time to teaching tennis and mentoring young players. 
Keeping with his vision, Van Raalte helped established the foun-
dation in hopes of developing young people and providing oppor-
tunities for growth, using tennis as a catalyst. 

The Jerry Alleyne Memorial Foundation influences a broad 
spectrum of people but perhaps Van Raalte’s work is most noted 
through her involvement with the town of Mount Vernon. Ev-
ery Sunday, Van Raalte, along with other JAMF board members 
and volunteers, runs a two-hour morning clinic for young people 

with an interest in tennis. Also known as the JAMF Academy, the 
program involves youngsters ages 6 through 17 and Van Raalte is 
instrumental in ensuring their success.

“The kids have a great deal of respect for her because she can 
be no nonsense but also very compassionate,” said JAMF Trea-
surer Tom Hutcherson. “They know that she cares about them 
and that it’s not just about tennis but about using tennis to move 
forward in life.”

At USTA Eastern’s 2009 Tennis Leadership Conference when 
Van Raalte was presented with the USTA Community Service 
Award, the kids of Mount Vernon proved just how much they 
valued their mentor. Almost a dozen JAMF Academy youngsters 
attended the awards ceremony to show their appreciation for Van 
Raalte’s dedication. 

“She’s incredible,” said Mount Vernon youth Sandy Hugo, of 
Van Raalte, whom she views as a model she aspires to become. 
“She’s always helping out and encouraging us. She’s willing to do 
anything for anybody.”

For Hugo and many other kids, Van Raalte has inspired them 
to work to their full potential, instilling in them qualities of confi-
dence, discipline and integrity. 

2009 Eastern Leader ship Conference 
and Annual Meeting

Top Left: USTA Eastern Executive Director D.A. Abrams 
(right) with recent past President Dale Caldwell (cen-
ter) and newly elected President Tim Heath.

Top Right: 2009 Sportsmanship winners: Amanda Hal-
strom, Emma Taylor, Sunaina Vohra and Jeremy Court. 

Center: 2008 Regional Volunteers of the Year: Rick Sch-
neider (Western), Sy Engleberg (New Jersey), Liz Hydes 
(Metro), Elaine Fier (Southern), Terry Fontana (Long Is-
land) and Barry Mandell, posthumous (Northern).

Bottom: Mount Vernon kids showing support for their 
mentor, Loretta Van Raalte. 


